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Fig. 1 Sydney Harpley,
LEE KUAN YEW, Artist’s
Proof, 1982

CURATORIAL ESSAY — ARTIST’S PROOF

Artist’s Proof

In art editions, an artist’s proof (AP) is an interim piece of art between the creation of
the final version and the completed edition. Typically made by hand, an artist’s proof
allows the artist to make final adjustments to a work before it is considered complete
and ready for edition. It serves as a record of the final versions and represents a
transitional moment in the artistic process. There could be several AP to an edition,
and these could refer to different stages of completion. In printmaking, the absolute
final AP could be known as BAT (bon a tirer) or “ready to pull,” the same as a mould in
sculpture that is “good to go.”

An AP holds a special significance in the life of an artwork. They are often more
valued by museums and collectors than the works in the actual edition due to their
added historical importance.? If we move away from the concept of an “edition,”
which is tied to the art market, the term “AP” can also apply to unique works such
as drawings, paintings, monoprints, and installations. The AP might be seen as

a significant moment in the creative process when the artwork is revealed to the
public for reception and interpretation, forming a new chain of signification. This is
especially true when we consider the audience’s response a vital part of a work of
art. In this way, any art piece displayed in a public space serves as an artist’s proof.
To the artist, in a sense, an artwork is never done. Neither is Singapore.

Artist’s Proof: Singapore at 60—or “AP60” if we use a Singapore-style acronym—
highlights a significant artwork: the bust of Lee Kuan Yew, created by artist Sydney
Harpley (1982; fig. 1). While most works in the exhibition are unique pieces, the
exhibition title highlights the Harpley work and an extended meaning of “Artist’s
Proof.” The exhibition explores the idea that Singapore, at 60 years old, serves as
an artist’s proof—a moment that is a reflection of the community, the nation, and
the individuals. Through the expressions and experiences of various artists, this
exhibition provides insights into a complicated Singapore, capturing both the
specific context of the past 60 years and the broader historical, diasporic, and
inter-local narratives.

Lee Kuan Yew was Singapore’s first Prime Minister, serving from 1959 to 1990.

He is often regarded as the “Founder of Modern Singapore”® and was known to
dislike any personal glorification, let alone being portrayed in painting or sculpture.
David Marshall, who was then Singapore’s ambassador to France, together with
Sinnathamby Rajaratnam, the then Deputy Prime Minister, had to persuade Lee to
agree to have a portrait bust sculpted by one of Marshall’s favourite artists,
Sydney Harpley.*

T Some related terms used in printmaking are EA
(épreuve d’artiste) or “artist proof” in French, HC
(hors commerce) or “not to sell,” PP or “printer’s
proof,” or Trial Proof. “What is an Artist Proof?” Artst.

Accessed November 26, 2024, www.artst.org/what-is-

an-artist-proof.

2 In sculptures, an artist’s proof can command a high
price due to its strict quality control as the
first production using a completed mould.

3 See, for instance, “Lee Kuan Yew: Singapore’s
Founding Father,” Roots. Accessed November 30,
2024. www.roots.gov.sg/en/stories-landing/stories/lee-
kuan-yew/story.

4 Conversations with Josephine Harpley,
August 19, 2024.
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21 March 1983
'JLHM S%deﬂj Akufﬁj

Thank you for your letter
14 March.

You have my permission to
exhibit the bronze copy of the portrait
sculpture you made for me at the
Royal Academy of Arts in London,

S L the Summer exhibition.
\-\—\__ /

I saw the sculpture. You have
caught me in a pensive mood. I was
melancholic. My secretary had it in
his room for several weeks. He said
it grew on him.

With my best wishes.

L

T

Mr Sydney Harpley R.A.
Mill House

Chapel Lane, Clipston
Market Harborough
Leicestershire

Hith Lest Wishes

Reproduction of letter correspondence from
Lee Kuan Yew to Sydney Harpley, dated 21
March 1983. Image courtesy of Josephine
Harpley, widow of Sydney Harpley.

FHHET1983F3H21HEAERE - IMEFBEH
SNt ERHER IS EFANREBLESS -1 EF
e,

Photograph found in the archives of Sydney
Harpley, likely taken at one of Lee Kuan
Yew'’s live sittings with Harpley for the
commissioned bust in 1981. Image courtesy
of Josephine Harpley, widow of Sydney
Harpley.

B - MEFEPH—KR A HENN1981FER
MEEFIBIERSORY 5 RGN, TR 2T
BB/ BER BRI M EFR M.

From left to right: Kwa Geok Choo, Sydney
Harpley, Marion Pike, and Lee Kuan Yew at a
private dinner on 29 November 1981 at the Istana
Poolside. This photograph, autographed by Lee
Kuan Yew, was included in a letter from David
Marshall to Sydney Harpley, dated 19 January
1982. Image courtesy of Josephine Harpley,
widow of Sydney Harpley.

(EEH)1981F 118298, EZ KR -MEF. EH-
K52 (Marion Pike) SZJHETE B4R IAHITA AR E
A%, ZRAMBEFTIRFESS, 5K BHRT
1982F 15198 54K - EFNEH—RFH. BF
HER I EFRRELOES M ERR A,



PI. 30

Hor Kwok Kin (b. 1939)
Morning at Teochew Pasar,
1962

Gelatin silver print

33 x42cm

Edition 5 of 5

Right:

PI. 31

Hor Kwok Kin (b. 1939)
Burning Boat Hull, 1969
Gelatin silver print
33x42cm

Edition 4 of 5

1567
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P.A.P X P.A.

The Performance Art Collectors Series

el

P.A.P X P.A.

The Performance Art Collectors Series

Left, top:

Pl. 46-2

Sonny Liew (b. 1974)
P.A.P. x P.A. (Goh Keng
Swee), 2025

Lacquer and acrylic paint
on resin, acrylic, and cloth
28.8x19.8x6.8cm
Edition 1 of 5 + 1 AP

Left, middle:

Pl. 46-3

Sonny Liew (b. 1974)
P.A.P. x P.A. (Lee Kuan
Yew), 2025

Lacquer and acrylic paint
on resin, acrylic, and cloth
28.8x19.8x6.8cm
Edition 1 of 5 + 1 AP

Left, bottom:

Pl. 46-4

Sonny Liew (b. 1974)
P.A.P.x P.A. (S.
Rajaratnam), 2025
Lacquer and acrylic paint
on resin, acrylic, and cloth
28.8x19.8 x6.8cm
Edition 1 of 5 + 1 AP

Pl. 46-1

Sonny Liew (b. 1974)

P.A.P. x P.A., 2025

Lacquer and acrylic paint on
resin, acrylic, and cloth
GKS: 15.5x 6 x 6 cm

LKY: 16 x 6 x 6 cm
SR:14.5x6 x6 cm

Edition 1 of 5 + 1 AP
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The AP60 Team
APGOEI A

From left to right:

(Seated) Chong Huai Seng,
Kwok Kian Chow

(Standing) Wong Pei Lin,
Marc Koo, Ning Chong,
Hong Shu-ying, Kong Yi Ling

THE AP60 TEAM - AP6OEBA

The Culture Story « X ZER

Chong Huai Seng
Co-founder

Kwok Kian Chow
Exhibition Curator, Artist’s Proof

Charmaine Toh (not pictured)
Commissioning Curator, Artist’s Proof

Wong Pei Lin
Project Lead, Artist’s Proof

About FOFA « XFARAZ KRR AT]

Family Office For Art « 82 R[ERI A

Ning Chong
Founder and Managing Director

Kong Yi Ling
Senior Art Manager

Marc Koo
Assistant Project Manager

Hong Shu-ying
Programmes and Partnerships,
Artist’s Proof

Based in Singapore, Family Office For Art is a boutique art advisory offering
bespoke services for art collection management, estate planning, collection
amplification, and legacy building. Besides our core offerings for private and
corporate art collections, FOFA also supports collectors and creatives, and
provides strategic advice and creative direction in exhibition-making, research,
scholarship and publications, project management, marketing and PR, legacy

building and philanthropy.

About The Culture Story » X FEXZER

Established in 2017 by father-daughter duo Chong Huai Seng and Ning Chong,
The Culture Story (TCS) reflects the pair’s ever-evolving journey as collectors—
one driven by curiosity, intuition, and a willingness to look beyond conventional
narratives. Spearheaded by Ning’s vision and direction, TCS acts beyond just

a private art space; it is a catalyst for meaningful dialogue, discovery, and deep

engagement with contemporary art.
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